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November 8, 2019 
 
Russell Brito 
City of Albuquerque 
Planning Department 
600 2nd Street NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
 
RE: Minor Amendment to Prior Approval for Springhill Suites at the Highlands 
 
Dear Mr. Brito: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to request an amendment to the prior approved Site 
Development Plan for Building Permit for the Springhill Suites currently under construction 
at the northeast corner of Central Avenue and Mulberry Street NE. The property is zoned 
MX-FB-FX and was previously zoned SU-1 for MX (Form-Based Zone). The original Site 
Development Plan was approved by the Environmental Planning Commission (EPC) on 
February 9, 2017. 
 
This request is to relocate the trash compactor, which was originally located off-site, onto 
the subject property, as well as show the locations of an additional recycling dumpster 
enclosure, generator, and utility transformers. Approval of this amendment is the first step 
towards development of the neighboring lot with a parking lot and future food hall. New, 
ground-mounted mechanical equipment is set back from both Copper and Central 
Avenues toward the middle of the building where it is effectively screened by the proposed 
bridge structure over Central Avenue and the solid waste enclosures as directed by IDO 
Section 14-16-5-6(G)(2)(a).  
 
The Solid Waste enclosures are, in accordance with IDO Section 14-16-5-6(G)(3)(b), 
immediately to the rear of the hotel building and set back from Copper Avenue. As an 
urban site with the hotel structure taking up nearly the entire property, this location 
minimizes any impacts to the maximum extent practical and allows for access by the Solid 
Waste Department for pick-up. The dumpsters will be shared with the new food hall, so 
eliminating visibility from that property to the east is not necessary or practical. 
 
Amendments of Prior Approvals are considered in accordance with IDO Section 14-16-6-
4(Y). Minor amendments to prior Site Development Plans may be granted if the requested 
change within the thresholds established in Table 6-4-5, which generally allows for up to a 
10 percent change to any numerical standard. The relocation of solid waste enclosures 
and mechanical equipment do not affect any numerical standard; however, due to the 
relocation, the landscape plan has been modified and is part of this amendment request. 
Primarily, landscaping that was previously proposed in the area where the solid waste 
enclosures are being relocated to is being removed or relocated. Landscaping has been 
strengthened along the pedestrian walkway to the south of the proposed dumpster 
location, which provides a pleasant experience for pedestrians traveling between the 
proposed skybridge and parking lot that is proposed on the adjacent property. Due to 
minor changes at the southwest corner of the building where the bike parking is located, 
some new landscaping is proposed in that area. The change to overall landscape area is 
10% of the originally approved amount of landscaping, which significantly exceeded the 
minimum standard required. The revised plan still significantly exceeds the 10% net lot 
area standard of the previous SU-1 for MX zoning, as well as the current MX-FB-FX 
zoning. 
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The final part of this request is to show the proposed signage for the project. Per the 
original approval (General Note #16), “Future changes to proposed signage can be 
amended administratively” if it complied with the relevant sections of the Comprehensive 
Zoning Code. The applicant has chosen to show the proposed signage on this site 
development plan including the locations of four freestanding signs. The proposed signage 
meets the applicable requirements of the underlying zoning, and approval of this 
amendment request will help expedite future sign permit approvals.  
 
We respectfully request approval of the proposed minor amendment. Should you have any 
questions or need additional information please do not hesitate to email me at 
cp@consensusplanning.com or Michael Vos at vos@consensusplanning.com. You may 
contact either of us by phone at 505-764-9801. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jim Strozier, FAICP 
Principal 

mailto:cp@consensusplanning.com
mailto:cp@consensusplanning.com
mailto:vos@consensusplanning.com
mailto:vos@consensusplanning.com







































	191031 SHS Albuquerque - Site Plan Revisions.pdf
	A10.00 - West Site Plan
	A10.02 - Signage Details




