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CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE 
Planning Department 
Brennon Williams, Director 
 
 
            Mayor Timothy M. Keller 
 
 

Find Hydrology forms and information at: cabq.gov/planning/development-review-services/hydrology-section Page 1 of 1 

PO Box 1293 

Albuquerque 

NM 87103 

www.cabq.gov 

March 18, 2020 
 
 
J. Graeme Means, P.E.  
High Mesa Consulting Group 
6010 B Midway Park Blvd NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
 
 
RE: Sunset Memorial Park 
 924 Menaul Blvd NE 
 Revised Master Drainage Plan 
 Engineer’s Stamp Date: 03/09/20 
 Hydrology File: H15D016 
 
 
Dear Mr. Means: 
 
Based upon the information provided in your submittal received 03/11/2020, the Revised Master 
Drainage Plan is approved.  Once the future projects are ready for Building Permit processing, 
please submit the Grading & Drainage Plan to the Hydrology Section for review. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 924-3995 or rbrissette@cabq.gov .   
 
 
Sincerely,     

 

Renée C. Brissette, P.E. CFM 
Senior Engineer, Hydrology 
Planning Department 
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WE ONLY APPLIED THE INFILTRATION RATE TO THE FIRST (UPSTREAM)
100 FEET OF SHEET FLOW CONDITION.
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OWNER

Sunset Memorial Park 924 Menaul Blvd. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 
p: 505.345.3536 
contact: 
Chris Keller, Vice President 

CEMETERY PLANNERS/LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

CPRA Studio, Inc. 9635 North Rampart Road 
(Prime) Littleton, CO 80125  

p: 303.683.5917 
www.cprastudio.com 
contact: 
Lane Ledbetter, RLA 

CIVIL ENGINEER / SURVEYOR

High Mesa Consulting Group 6010 Midway Parkway Blvd. NE #B 
 Albuquerque, NM 87109 

p: 505.345.4250 
contacts: 
Surveyor- Chuck Cala, PLS 
Civil Engineer- Graeme Means, PE 

MASTER SITE PLAN - DRB
FINAL SIGN-OFF FOR MASTER SITE PLAN - EPC
SUNSET MEMORIAL PARK, ALBUQUERQUE NM

Vicinity Map

SUNSET MEMORIAL PARK

Sheet Index:

1  Cover Sheet
2 Proposed Development – Overall Plan
3 Proposed Development – Enlargements, Sheet 1
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5 Proposed Cemetery Design Guidelines
6 Previously Approved SDP with Amendments
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These Master Site Plan - DRB documents are based on previously approved Master Site 
Plan – EPC documents, approved October 10, 2019. 
Changes made to these Master Site Plan documents since the EPC approval include the 
following:

Per CABQ Code Enforcement staff  request, the Master Site Plan – DRB has been up 
dated with a new air photo and survey base showing as-built conditions as prepared by  

 High Mesa Consulting Group, dated 1.3.2020.
 Per DRB Plan requirements, the Cover Sheet (sheet 1 of 6) has been modifi ed to include  

a signature block.
Per CABQ Solid Waste Department staff  request, a label has been added to the Master  
Site Plan – DRB Overall Plan calling out the location of the dumpster on the cemetery  

 property.  
 Three exhibit sheets included as a convenience for EPC reviewers only, 

showing (1) Recent Developments Plan, (2) Exhibit #1 - Centennial Urn Garden Plan and  
Elevations, and (3) Exhibit #2 – Pueblo Esperanza Plan and Elevations, have been 
removed from this submittal.
Sheet notes on the Proposed Development Overall Plan have been modifi ed to add clarity  
to requirements per CABQ Solid Waste, Fire Marshall, and Transportation concerns.

 No other changes have been made to the Master Site Plan – DRB documents.
Per CABQ staff  request, the previously approved Master Drainage Plan documents, which 
accompany these Master Site Plan – DRB documents, have been updated with an updated 
air photo, site survey, and drainage calculations as required. Refer to these documents for 
additional submittal information.
Future projects that are included in this site plan will go through an Administrative Amendment 
(AA) process.

GENERAL NOTES/CHANGES TO APPROVED MASTER SITE PLAN – EPC 
DOCUMENTS:
1.

2.

3.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

4.



SCALE 1" : 75' - 0"

0' 75' 150'

General:
Aerial Photo used in this Site Plan was prepared in 1/2020 and shows the latest “as-built” conditions at the 
cemetery.
Development shown is proposed over the next eight (8) years.  
All areas of proposed cemetery improvements are owned by and will be  developed solely by Sunset 
Memorial Park (SMP).
The entire SMP property is zoned NR-SU (Non-Residential Sensitive Use).  Existing use is for cemetery 
purposes only. Proposed uses will also be cemetery purposes only to add improvements to meet the burial, 
entombment, and inurnment needs.
Proposed improvements will be developed using the design guidelines included in these submittal 
documents, and will closely match the existing design style and materials of the existing projects adjacent to 
them.
Fire Protection:
Three fi re hydrants are located on the cemetery property: 2 are located on Lombardy Drive north of the 
Offi  ce and one is located on the loop drive north of Operations and Maintenance Compound (see plan).
Solid Waste:
A dumpster that serves the entire cemetery is located in the Operations and Maintenance Compound and is 
serviced by a commercial refuse hauling company (see plan).
Litter receptacles for pedestrian visitors will be provided in proposed expansion areas, with trash removed 
by staff  and transferred to existing dumpster.
No new dumpsters will be needed in any of the proposed development areas.
Interim refuse location to be used for Phases 4 & 5.  Existing refuse location to remain for all other phases.
Transportation:
Proposed improvements shown will be accessible from existing cemetery entries and private roads. No new 
entries or roads will be needed or are proposed.

Camino Encantado – Phase II
Proposed development will closely match the previous phase of Camino Esperanza development 
and could include additional stucco-walled courts with cremation niches and casket crypts, and 
associated cremation planters and garden bed cremation inventory. 

Camino Encantado - Phase II  6,885 sf (0.16 ac)
Security Fencing and Perimeter Niches
Proposed development could include alternating sections of stucco wall niche cabinets and metal 
security fencing along portions of Menaul Boulevard and Edith Boulevard. Proposed development 
would replace an existing wall and fence.

Security Fencing and Perimeter Niches  2,940 sf (0.07 ac)
Sunset House
Proposed development could include landscape improvements for family use in services and 
receptions, including decks, patios, and ornamental plantings. 

Sunset House 2,985 sf (0.07 ac)
Operations and Maintenance Compound
Proposed development could include a consolidation of vehicle maneuvering and outdoor equipment/ 
material storage space and a consolidation of existing small outbuildings and covered storage areas 
into fewer buildings. 

Operations and Maintenance Compound  8,156 sf (0.19 ac)
Block 28 Expansion
Proposed development could include more graves added in the area reclaimed by Operations and 
Maintenance Compound consolidation (refer to description above). Other improvements could 
include stucco wall entry features, screen fencing, and ornamental plantings. 

Block 28 Expansion  15,318 sf (0.35 ac)
Block 28 Improvements
Proposed developments could include stucco wall entry feature at front and stucco wall niche 
cabinets along the east side. 

Block 28 Improvements  922 sf (0.02 ac)
Pueblo Esperanza Expansion
Proposed developments could include additional mausoleum buildings, stucco wall niche courts, 
planter and garden bed cremation inventory, and associated landscape plantings. Improvements 
could be built in phases and be similar to the existing Phase I. 

Pueblo Esperanza Expansion  24,405 sf (0.56 ac)
Future Development
Two areas of future, long range development will remain on the property and are not included in this 
submittal request for Master Plan Development (MDP). 

Future Development  34,525 sf (0.79 ac)
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PROPOSED PROJECTS -  Notes, Descriptions, and Area Calculations
Site Plan Notes:

CEMETERY 
OFFICE

Total Proposed Areas of Development 61,611 SF  (1.42 acres)

SUNSET DRIVE NE

OVERALL MAP
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
MASTER SITE PLAN - DRB
SUNSET MEMORIAL PARK, ALBUQUERQUE, NM

3.12.2020
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TOTALS:
Total Proposed Areas of Development  61,611 SF  (1.42 acres)
Total Existing Area of Cemetery 1,659,013 SF  (39.0857 acres)
Total Proposed Percentage of Overall Area 3.71 %

cpra studio, llc
9635 north rampart range road
littleton, colorado 80125

www.cprastudio.com
303.683.5917
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1.

NOTE:   REFER TO ENLARGEMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

Descriptions:

PROPERTY 
LINE

MAIN ENTRY

ENTRY

PROPERTY LINE

LOOP ROAD

FIRE HYDRANT

FIRE HYDRANTS

2.

4.

5.

3.

1.

1.

1.

2.

3.

EXISTING DUMPSTER
POTENTIAL TEMPORARY 
REFUSE LOCATION DURING 
OPERATIONS AND COMPOUND/
BLOCK 28 EXPANSION (AREAS 4 
& 5) RECONSTRUCTION.  
FINAL LOCATION TO BE 
DETERMINED AND APPROVED 
WITH THOSE PHASES.

         LEGEND:

EXISTING DEVELOPMENT 
      (SINCE 2007 UNDER PREVIOUS SITE PLAN) 

    PROPOSED  DEVELOPMENT

PROPERTY LINE

 PROJECT BOUNDARY

4.
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Notes:
Development shown is proposed over the next eight (8) years.  

All areas of proposed cemetery improvements are owned by and will be  
developed solely by Sunset Memorial Park (SMP).

The entire SMP property is zoned NR-SU (Non-Residential Sensitive Use).  
Existing use is for cemetery purposes only. Proposed uses will also be cemetery 
purposes only to add improvements to meet the burial, entombment, and 
inurnment needs.

Proposed improvements will be developed using the design guidelines included 
in these submittal documents, and will closely match the existing design style 
and materials of the existing projects adjacent to them.

Estimated phases are shown for Pueblo Esperanza only.  Other areas T.B.D.

Refer to Overall Map for more information.

Descriptions:
Pueblo Esperanza Expansion
Proposed developments will include additional mausoleum buildings, stucco 
wall niche courts, planter and garden bed cremation inventory, and associated 
landscape plantings. Improvements would be built in phases and be similar to 
the existing Phase I. 

 Twin-sided mausoleums at east and west sides of a plaza

 Multiple single-sided mausoleums and niche courts along Menaul Boulevard

 Large shelter, niche courts, and cremation gardens

 Single-sided mausoleums, niche courts, and cremation gardens
Estimated Development     24,405 SF  (0.56 ac)

Sunset House / Section 28 / Maintenance Complex Improvements

 Sunset House
Proposed development will include landscape improvements for family
use in services and receptions in the form or decks, patios, ornamental    
plantings, and additional parking. 

Estimated Development   2,985 SF  (0.07 acres)

 Operations and Maintenance Compound
Proposed development will include a reduction of vehicle maneuvering   
and outdoor equipment/ material storage space and a consolidation of 
existing small outbuildings and covered storage areas into fewer buildings. 

Estimated Development    8,156 SF  (0.19 acres)
 Block 28 Expansion

Proposed development will include more graves added in the area   
reclaimed by Operations and Maintenance Compound consolidation  
(refer to description above).  Other improvements could include stucco 
wall entry features, screen fencing, ornamental plantings, additional 
parking and visitor facilities. 

Estimated Development  15,318 SF  (0.35 acres)

 Block 28 Improvements - Entry and Niches
Proposed developments will include stucco wall entry feature at  

PUEBLO ESPERANZA EXPANSION

SUNSET HOUSE / SECTION 28 / MAINTENANCE COMPOUND IMPROVEMENTS
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PROPOSED PROJECTS 
Notes, Descriptions, and Area Calculations

         LEGEND:

   PROPERTY LINE

   PROJECT BOUNDARY

PHASE 
I

PHASE 
I

PHASE 
IV

C

B

D D

1

2

1

2

A

Total Proposed Development (this sheet)   51,786 sf (1.19 ac)

A

B
C

D

A

B

C

D

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

EXISTING REFUSE LOCATION

POTENTIAL TEMPORARY REFUSE LOCATION 
DURING OPERATIONS AND COMPOUND 
/ BLOCK 28 EXPANSION (AREAS B & C) 
RECONSTRUCTION.  FINAL LOCATION TO BE 
DETERMINED AND APPROVED WITH THOSE 
PHASES.



ENLARGEMENTS
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
MASTER SITE PLAN - DRB
SUNSET MEMORIAL PARK, ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Notes:
Development shown is proposed over the next eight (8) years.  

All areas of proposed cemetery improvements are owned by and will be 
developed solely by Sunset Memorial Park (SMP).

The entire SMP property is zoned NR-SU (Non-Residential Sensitive Use), 
and existing use is for cemetery purposes only. The uses for all proposed 
new areas will also be cemetery purposes only to add improvements to 
meet the burial, entombment, and inurnment needs.

Each proposed improvement will be developed using the design guidelines 
included in these submittal documents, and will closely match the existing 
design style and materials of the existing projects adjacent to them.

Refer to Overall Map for more information.

Descriptions:
Security Fencing and Perimeter Niches
Proposed development will include alternating sections of stucco wall 
niche/crypt cabinets and metal security fencing along portions of Menaul 
Boulevard and Edith Boulevard.  Proposed development to replace existing 
site wall and fence.

Security Fencing and Perimeter Niches 2,940 SF  (0.07 acres)

Camino Encantado – Phase II
Proposed development will closely match the previous phase of Camino 
Esperanza development and could include additional stucco-walled courts 
with cremation niches and casket crypts, and associated cremation planters 
and garden bed cremation inventory. 

Camino Encantado - Phase II 6,885 SF  (0.16 acres)
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PROPERTY LINE
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PROPOSED PROJECTS 
  Notes, Descriptions, and Area Calculations

1

2

1

2

Total Proposed Development (this sheet)   9,825 sf (0.23 ac)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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The following guidelines are intended for use in future designs of proposed site improvements 
listed in the Master Development Plan for Sunset Memorial Park. They include categories of 
design guidelines for Site Development, Buildings and Site Structures, and Landscape 
Development.

Sunset Memorial Park 
924 Menaul Boulevard NE, Albuquerque, NM

Design of proposed cemetery improvements shall comply with requirements listed in 
the City of Albuquerque Integrated Development Ordinance (IDO) and State of New 
Mexico regulations.
Unfavorable site grading and drainage issues in areas of proposed new cemetery 

To the maximum amount possible, the design of proposed cemetery improvements 
shall incorporate Best Management Practices (BMPs) for on-site water management, 
including the capture, cleaning, conveyance, storage, and percolation of precipitation.
Where possible, natural precipitation shall be harvested for the supplemental use in 
irrigation of existing and proposed site plantings using lawn swales, detention and 

structures.
Where needed, retaining walls shall be used to improve site conditions, with more, 
shorter walls and graded slopes used to minimize structural and appearance issues.

A. Land Use and Site Access

1.
B. Grading and Drainage

Design of proposed site improvements shall 
remain solely for cemetery and funeral home 
type land uses, including additional grave 
plots, cremation gardens, mausoleums, 
chapels, committal shelters, staff and visitor-
support buildings, roads and parking, 
walkways, landscaping and other elements.

1.

Existing vehicle and pedestrian points of 
access shall be maintained from 
historical entries on Menaul and Edith 
Boulevards.

D. Private Cemetery Roads

2.

2.

3.

4.

5.

C. Site Signage
No additional property signage is proposed in 
this Master Development Plan (MDP).

within the cemetery is proposed and shall 
comply with regulations listed in the IDO.

cemetery improvements shall be designed to 
match existing signage in size, proportions, 
materials, colors, and font types.
The design and placement of all new site 

and pedestrian visibility and safety concerns.

1.

2.

3.

4.

1. No new roads are proposed in this MDP. If determined to be necessary in any future
cemetery improvements, new roads shall comply with requirements of the IDO.

E. Cemetery Parking
Design of proposed cemetery parking improve-
ments shall comply with requirements listed in 
the IDO.
On street parking shall be preserved to the 
highest amount possible when proposed new 
cemetery improvements are constructed.
As cemetery improvements are made access-
ible parking spaces shall be located in numbers 
and layouts that comply with American with 
Disabilities Act Design Guidelines (ADA) and 
International Building Code (IBC) requirements.

1.

2.

3.

I. Site Development (continued)

F. Walks and Plazas
1.

2.

3.

Design of walks and plazas in proposed 
cemetery improvements shall comply with 
requirements listed in the IDO.
Walkways shall be provided to ensure safe 
access to and through existing and proposed 
cemetery improvements. 
Proposed new walks shall provide access to 
and from the parking areas nearest to the 
proposed development.
Where possible, proposed new walks shall 
match existing sizes and materials, including 
standard and colored concrete, stone or 

(decomposed granite) paths. 

4.

5. Proposed new cemetery walks shall comply with ADA and IBC requirements for sizes,
curb ramps, accessible routes, maneuvering space, and other issues.

G. Outdoor Lighting
1. Because the cemetery closes at dark, with no public activities normally scheduled, no

public outdoor lighting will be provided in proposed improvements.
If outdoor lighting is determined to be necessary in proposed cemetery improvements, it
shall comply with regulations listed in the IDO and IBC.
Site lighting for the safety of cemetery staff and security of facilities shall be provided and
comply with requirements listed in the IDO and IBC.

2.

3.

H. Site Utilities
1.

2.

Primary site utility service lines, including electrical, gas, water, storm and sanitary sewer, 
and communications, currently extend to primary buildings only. Secondary limited 
electrical and water services lines also extend to limited site structures and garden areas.
Design, construction, and maintenance of all site utility improvements in proposed new 
developments shall comply with all requirements listed in the IDO and IBC.

I. Gates and Fences
Existing vehicle gates exist along Menaul and 
Edith Boulevards to provide vehicle access to 
the cemetery. No additional gates are needed 
for proposed improvements.
Ornamental fences currently exist along 
Menaul and Edith Boulevard. 
Design of site fencing in proposed cemetery 
improvements shall comply with requirements 
listed in the IDO.
Design of site fencing in proposed cemetery 
improvements shall include colors, materials, 
and styles, or compliment those, used in other 
fencing on the property.

1.

2.

3.

4.

1.

A. Buildings
Proposed new cemetery buildings shall 
comply with setback distances, overall height, 
and/or stepping requirements listed in the 
IDO. 
Proposed cemetery buildings shall match or 
be complimentary of existing design styles, 
massing, and materials of existing buildings, 
including multi-phase developments.
Renovated buildings shall follow the setback 
distance, overall height, and stepping 
requirements listed in the IDO. 
Proposed or renovated support buildings shall 
be screened from city streets and cemetery 
visitors using screen walls, fences, and/or 
plantings. 

1.

3.

2.

4.

Master Development Plan

Cemetery Design Guidelines
A. Landscape Plantings

Proposed plantings shall be selected from a 
proven list of natives and hardy deciduous and 
evergreen trees, shrubs, ornamental grasses, 
perennials, and seasonal annuals to enhance  
the existing cemetery plantings and add to the 
arboretum character of the cemetery.
Proposed plantings shall incorporate native 
and low-water use plant species to reduce the 
amount of irrigation water required throughout 
the growing season.
Proposed plantings shall consider visitor use 
patterns to create valuable shade and screen 
improvements from road noises and visual 
distractions.
Proposed new lawn areas in cemetery 
improvement areas shall incorporate low-
water use type turf grasses to reduce the 
amount of irrigation water required.
Proposed cemetery improvements shall 

system technologies available to reduce the 
amount of irrigation water required. 
All plantings in proposed development shall be 
properly installed, irrigated, and maintained 
using landscape maintenance industry BMPs 
and all requirements listed in the IDO.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

B. Site Structures
1. Proposed site structures shall comply with

setback, height, and stepping requirements
listed in the IDO.
Site structures proposed in new cemetery
improvements shall match or compliment
the design styles, massing, and materials of
similar structures existing in the cemetery.

2.

C. Architectural Style
1. Proposed new cemetery administration and

support buildings shall be designed to match
or be complimentary of the Pueblo Revival
design style used in recent developments.
Proposed mausoleums, niche courts and
niche wall structures shall be designed to
match or be complimentary of the Pueblo
Revival design style used in recent
developments.
Proposed entry gates, garden walls, and
related site structures shall be designed to
match or be complimentary of the Pueblo
Revival design style used in recent
developments.
Proposed new construction or renovations to
operations and maintenance buildings shall
be designed to match or be complimentary
of the utilitarian style of existing buildings.
Proposed garden planters, memorial
markers, and hardscape improvements shall
be designed to match or be complimentary
of the site design styles used in recent
developments.

2.

3.

4.

5.

D. Materials and Construction
1. Proposed building improvements and major

site structures shall include materials that
match or are complimentary to those existing
in nearby structures, including wood posts,
corbels, vigas, latillas, and stucco materials for
site walls, built-in banco seating, and nicho
shelves.
Proposed site wall-related cemetery inventory
improvements shall incorporate materials
similar to existing inventory, including niches,
crypts, granite and other stone covers, metals,
ceramic panels, and custom art pieces.

2.

B. Site Amenities
Proposed cemetery improvements shall 
incorporate site amenities, including 
benches, litter receptacles, water stations, 
garden signage, fountains, and artwork for 
visitor use and enjoyment.
Amenities shall match or be 
complimentary of others existing.
Proposed cemetery improvements shall 
incorporate spaces to support cemetery-
provided or vendor-provided amenities for 
services, events, or other gatherings.  

1.

2.

C. Specialty Cemetery Landscapes
Specialty cemetery landscape improvements 
proposed in undeveloped areas, including 
grave burial sections, cremation burial plots, 
and cremation gardens, shall match or be 
complimentary of the cemetery landscape 
character, patterns, materials, layout, and 
other characteristics of those that currently 
exist.

1.

3.

Sunset Memorial Park has been a sole-use cemetery with funeral home and support 
buildings since it opened in 1929. 
Sunset Memorial Park is registered with the State of New Mexico as an Endowed Care 
Cemetery and will continue to meet all regulatory requirements to maintain this standing.
Cemetery improvements proposed in this MDP will continue the development of the 
property for sole-use cemetery purposes forever.
Cemetery improvements proposed will be developed incrementally over the duration of 
the approval of the MDP using supplemental CABQ Site Development Plan (SDP) 
processes and timelines. 

1.

2.

4.

3.

A. General
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