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Gomez, Angela J.

From: Larry Sandoval <larrysandoval75@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, August 04, 2020 11:44 AM

To: Gomez, Angela J.; Gould, Maggie S.

Cc: mike mirabal

Subject: Water Use and Impacts 

Dear Ms. Chavez and Ms. Gould, 

 

For the record. Here is a copy of a local (KRQE) news story that came out on August 4, 2020 regarding 

Albuquerque’s water use. Since the Water Utility Authority is mentioned several times in the article, it is 

important to note that this is an appropriate subject in light of the proposed development (Wintergreen 

Apartments) with plans to build four, 45-foot high, massive apartment complexes along Golf Course.  

 

My thoughts quickly focused on developers who grab every plot of land less than 10 acres in size throughout 

the city, then watch as they propose the development of these behemoth apartment complexes at such a fast 

pace, with little regard for our precious water resources. We will have negative impacts to our neighborhoods 

and our communities if this growth is not controlled and/or planned. Are we keeping up with our water 

demands now? There will be a drain on our water resources if we continue to allow the development of high-

density, highly populated complexes to dominate the landscape on the Westside and other areas throughout the 

city. Is this really Planned Development? 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Larry Sandoval 

 

 

https://www.krqe.com/news/albuquerque-metro/water-use-in-albuquerque-up-by-a-billion-gallons-more-than-

same-time-last-year/ 

 

Water use in Albuquerque up by a billion 
gallons more than same time last year 

LOCAL NEWS 
by: Jami Seymore 

Posted: Aug 4, 2020 / 05:11 AM MDT / Updated: Aug 4, 2020 / 06:55 AM MDT 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (KRQE) – With people staying home during the pandemic, Albuquerque’s Water 

Utility Authority says we’re using much more water. 2019 is a “success story” when it comes to water 

conservation in Albuquerque, reaching its lowest usage in 20 years. 2020 is another story. 

“Last year was a great success story. We hit our per capita usage, the lowest in 20 years of conservation. The 

community of Albuquerque conserved almost a billion gallons,” said Carlos Bustos, who manages the 
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conservation program for the Albuquerque Water Utility Authority. “Things have changed, definitely, and this 

year, we’ve seen a surge in water usage. It’s partly because people are working from home but also because it’s 

been drier and hotter.” 

Bustos says people are likely washing their hands and clothes more during the pandemic, and with a mostly hot 

and dry summer, they’re using their sprinklers more to keep their home lawns green and plush. Each drop used 

adds up.  

“About 1.2 billion gallons more at this same time last year,” said Bustos. “That’s huge because we’ve still got 

five or six more months to go in this year.” 

If that pattern continues, we’ll use more than double what we saved last year. Bustos says with not much added 

to the surface water we use like the Rio Grande, we’re tapping into our ground water that took millions of years 

to build up. 

“Whenever we don’t have really good monsoon or snow, this year, specifically, we’re tapping into our ground 

water source,” said Bustos, who remains hopeful a good forecast will bring more surface water in. “Last week, 

we had pretty good rain events throughout the city and it’s looking like this weekend is about to be the same.” 

The Water Authority hopes people will keep in mind how important it is to save as much water as they can. 

While they’re not asking you to shower less or not cook as much, it can be as simple as turning off your 

sprinklers and letting Mother Nature do her job. 

“When it rains, let’s not irrigate,” said Bustos. “Let’s turn off our irrigation system.” 

Bustos says just 20 days of not using sprinklers would get Albuquerque back on track for saving that precious 

water. The Water Authority says now is also a good time to start any home improvement projects like giving 

old toilets and sprinkler systems an ‘efficient’ facelift. 
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