
A 
Effective 12/13/2022 

Effective 11/16/2023 

City of 

lbuquerque DEVELOPMENT HEARING       
OFFICER (DHO) APPLICATIONS 

 
Please check the appropriate box(es) and refer to supplemental forms for submittal requirements. All fees must be paid at the 
time of application.   Please note that these applications are not reviewed in a public meeting. 

SUBDIVISIONS MISCELLANEOUS APPLICATIONS 

☐ Major – Preliminary Plat (Forms PLT & S1) ☐ Sidewalk Waiver (Form V2)

☐ Major – Bulk Land Plat (Forms PLT & S1) ☐ Waiver to IDO (Form V2)

☐ Extension of Preliminary Plat (Form S1) ☐ Waiver to DPM (Form V2)

☐ Minor Amendment - Preliminary Plat (Forms PLT & S2) ☐ Vacation of Public Right-of-way (Form V)

☐ Minor - Final Plat (Forms PLT & S2) ☐ Vacation of Public Easement(s) DHO (Form V)

☐ Minor – Preliminary/Final Plat (Forms PLT & S2) ☐ Vacation of Private Easement(s) (Form V)

APPEAL 

☐ Decision of DHO (Form A)

 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST 

APPLICATION INFORMATION 

Applicant/Owner: Phone: 

Address: Email: 

City: State: Zip: 

Professional/Agent (if any): Phone: 

Address: Email: 

City: State: Zip: 

Proprietary Interest in Site: List all owners: 

SITE INFORMATION (Accuracy of the existing legal description is crucial! Attach a separate sheet if necessary.) 

Lot or Tract No.: Block: Unit: 

Subdivision/Addition: MRGCD Map No.: UPC Code: 

Zone Atlas Page(s): Existing Zoning: Proposed Zoning 

# of Existing Lots: # of Proposed Lots: Total Area of Site (Acres): 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY BY STREETS 

Site Address/Street: Between: and: 

CASE HISTORY (List any current or prior project and case number(s) that may be relevant to your request.) 

 I certify that the information I have included here and sent in the required notice was complete, true, and accurate to the extent of my knowledge. 
Signature: Date: 

Printed Name: ☐ Applicant or ☐ Agent
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FORM V2: WAIVER - DHO 
Please refer to the DHO public meeting schedule for meeting dates and deadlines. Your attendance is 
required. 

_ SIDEWALK WAIVER 

A Single PDF file of the complete application including all documents being submitted must be emailed 
to PLNDRS@cabq.gov. Zipped files or those over 9 MB cannot be delivered via email, in which case the 
PDF must be provided to City Staff using other online resources such as Dropbox or FTP.  The PDF shall 
be organized in the number order below.  Divide the PDF with a title sheet for each of the three 
documentation sections in bold below. 

WAIVER DOCUMENTATION 

____ 1) DHO Application form completed, signed, and dated 

____ 2) Form V2 with all the submittal items checked/marked 

____ 3) Zone Atlas map with the entire site clearly outlined and labeled 

____ 4) Scale drawing showing the location of the proposed waiver, as applicable 

SUPPORTIVE DOCUMENTATION 

____ 5) Letter of authorization from the property owner if application is submitted by an agent 

____ 6) Letter describing, explaining, and justifying the request per the criteria in IDO Section      
14-16-6-6(P)(3)

____ 7) Proof of Pre-Application Meeting with City staff per IDO Section 14-16-6-4(B) 

PUBLIC NOTICE DOCUMENTATION 

____ 8) Proof of a Pre-Submittal Neighborhood Meeting per IDO 14-16-6-4(C)  

 __ Office of Neighborhood Coordination neighborhood meeting inquiry response 

 __ Proof of email with read receipt OR Certified Letter offering meeting to applicable 
associations  

__ Completed neighborhood meeting request form(s)  

__ If a meeting was requested or held, copy of sign-in sheet and meeting notes  

____ 9) Required Content of Notice at Submittal per IDO Section 14-16-6-4(K)(1) (not required for an 
extension) 

__ Office of Neighborhood Coordination notice inquiry response 

__ Completed notification form(s), proof of additional information provided in accordance with 
 IDO Section 6-4(K)(1)(b) 

__ Proof of emailed notice to affected Neighborhood Association representatives 

mailto:PLNDRS@cabq.gov.
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____ 10) Interpreter Needed for Hearing? ____ if yes, indicate language: ____ 

_ WAIVER - IDO 

A Single PDF file of the complete application including all documents being submitted must be emailed 
to PLNDRS@cabq.gov. Zipped files or those over 9 MB cannot be delivered via email, in which case the 
PDF must be provided to City Staff using other online resources such as Dropbox or FTP.  The PDF shall 
be organized in the number order below.  Divide the PDF with a title sheet for each of the three 
documentation sections in bold below. 

WAIVER DOCUMENTATION 

____ 1) DHO Application form completed, signed, and dated 

____ 2) Form V2 with all the submittal items checked/marked 

____ 3) Zone Atlas map with the entire site clearly outlined and labeled 

____ 4) Scale drawing showing the location of the proposed waiver, as applicable 

SUPPORTIVE DOCUMENTATION 

____ 5) Letter of authorization from the property owner if application is submitted by an agent 

____ 6) Letter describing, explaining, and justifying the request per the criteria in IDO Section      
14-16-6-6(P)(3)

____ 7) Proof of Pre-Application Meeting with City staff per IDO Section 14-16-6-4(B) 

PUBLIC NOTICE DOCUMENTATION 

____ 8) Proof of a Pre-Submittal Neighborhood Meeting per IDO 14-16-6-4(C)  

 __ Office of Neighborhood Coordination neighborhood meeting inquiry response 

 __ Proof of email with read receipt OR Certified Letter offering meeting to applicable 
associations  

__ Completed neighborhood meeting request form(s)  

__ If a meeting was requested or held, copy of sign-in sheet and meeting notes  

____ 9) Required Content of Notice at Submittal per IDO Section 14-16-6-4(K)(1) (not required for an 
extension) 

__ Office of Neighborhood Coordination notice inquiry response 

__ Completed notification form(s), proof of additional information provided in accordance with 
 IDO Section 6-4(K)(1)(b) 

__ Proof of emailed notice to affected Neighborhood Association representatives 

____ 10) Interpreter Needed for Hearing? ____ if yes, indicate language: ____ 

mailto:PLNDRS@cabq.gov.
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_ WAIVER – DPM (MUST BE HEARD WITH SUBDIVISION ACTION) 

A Single PDF file of the complete application including all documents being submitted must be emailed 
to PLNDRS@cabq.gov. Zipped files or those over 9 MB cannot be delivered via email, in which case the 
PDF must be provided to City Staff using other online resources such as Dropbox or FTP.  The PDF shall 
be organized in the number order below.  Divide the PDF with a title sheet for each of the three 
documentation sections in bold below. 

WAIVER DOCUMENTATION 

____ 1) DHO Application form completed, signed, and dated 

____ 2) Form V2 with all the submittal items checked/marked 

____ 3) Zone Atlas map with the entire site clearly outlined and labeled 

____ 4) Scale drawing showing the location of the proposed waiver, as applicable 

SUPPORTIVE DOCUMENTATION 

____ 5) Letter of authorization from the property owner if application is submitted by an agent 

____ 6) Letter describing, explaining, and justifying the request per the criteria in DPM – Chapter 2 

____ 7) Proof of Pre-Application Meeting with City staff per IDO Section 14-16-6-4(B) 

PUBLIC NOTICE DOCUMENTATION 

____ 8) Sign Posting Agreement – this step is not required if waiver is to be heard with a minor 
subdivision plat 

____ 9) Required Content of Notice at Submittal per IDO Section 14-16-6-4(K)(1) 

__ Office of Neighborhood Coordination notice inquiry response 

__ Buffer map and list of property owners within 100 feet (excluding public rights-of-way) 
provided by the Planning Department - this step is not required if waiver is to be heard with 
a minor subdivision plat 

__ Completed notification form(s), proof of additional information provided in accordance with 
 IDO Section 6-4(K)(1)(b) 

__ Proof of emailed notice to affected Neighborhood Association representatives 

__ Proof of first class mailing to affected Neighborhood Association representatives and 
property owners within 100 feet – this step is not required if waiver is to be heard with a 
minor subdivision plat 

____ 10) Interpreter Needed for Hearing? ____ if yes, indicate language: ____ 

mailto:PLNDRS@cabq.gov.
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20 February 2025 

CABQ Development Hearing Officer 
c/o CABQ Planning Department 
PO Box 1293 
Albuquerque NM  87103 

RE: Waiver –  DHO to Underground Installation of Distribution Lines 

Dear Development Hearing Officer, 

Public Service Company of New Mexico (PNM) respectfully requests approval of this Waiver – DHO 
(Development Hearing Officer) application to allow the rebuild and relocation of an existing medium-
voltage overhead electric distribution feeder line along the north side of Candelaria Rd from Christine 
Street to Betts Drive (see attached maps).  This Waiver – DHO request to Integrated Development  
Ordinance (IDO) Section 14-16-5-4(I)(2) is justified because no significant public purpose would be 
served by requiring the relocation of the distribution feeder to be placed underground per the criteria of 
IDO Section 6-6(P)(3)(b). 

Background 

PNM is embarking on a comprehensive Grid Modernization effort to improve safety, reliability, and 
resilience of the system and for the customers it serves.  A key component of this multi-year project 
while upgrading service lines and pole structures is to relocate existing distribution feeder lines from 
residential customers’ backyards and side yards to more accessible locations, some of which are subject 
to the undergrounding requirements of IDO Section 5-4(I)(2). 

Distribution feeders generally do not provide access for direct service to customers because they carry 
electricity at a higher voltage between 12 and 40 kilovolts.  This voltage then has to be “stepped down” 
to a lower voltage first to laterals and then distribution and service lines that ultimately provide direct 
connections to customers. 

Underground installation of distribution lines below 12 Kilovolts that directly serve customers is common 
in the newest residential subdivisions as required by IDO Section 5-4(I)(1).  This type of undergrounding 
is not appliable in this circumstance. 

The Project  

This application is for the Morris 12 feeder relocation project (“the project”) within the City of 
Albuquerque (CABQ).  The immediate and adjacent neighborhood area of the project was subdivided 
well before the IDO went into effect and is presently served by overhead power lines. 

The current locations of some existing distribution feeders are in easements that encumber private 
properties.  Safe access for PNM Linemen and vegetation maintenance crews is hampered by fences, 
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sheds, and other structures and backyard trees.  The preferred and safest locations for such distribution 
feeders is along major streets like arterials where they can more easily be accessed by PNM Linemen and 
maintenance crews as allowed per PNM’s Franchise Agreement with CABQ. 

Per PNM’s latest estimates for a relocated feeder line, undergrounding the project will cost up to four 
times as much as an overhead feeder line.  State Law and New Mexico Public Regulation Commission 
(NMPRC) Rules allow a utility to pass on such a cost difference either directly to the jurisdiction that 
requires underground installation of power lines or to all of the customers within said jurisdiction, as 
approved by the jurisdiction’s governing body (CABQ City Council) and the NMPRC.  This process could 
take nine or more months to complete prior to any construction. 

IDO Section 6-6(P)(3)(b) - Conditions to Approve a Waiver - DHO 

No significant public purpose would be served by requiring this relocation project of an existing 
distribution feeder line to be placed underground because: 

• Requiring underground installation of the project in a six-foot-deep trench, costing up to four times 
as much as an overhead distribution line, is an inefficient expenditure of resources in an area already 
served by existing overhead distribution facilities. 
 

• This feeder rebuild/relocation is needed to facilitate better safety, reliability, and resilience in the 
area where it currently exists. 
 

• All existing distribution service lines in the area and this existing distribution feeder are overhead 
facilities within the neighborhood and in its residential properties. 

 
• The relocation of this distribution feeder from inside the neighborhood to Candelaria Rd will replace 

the existing streetlight poles with existing overhead power lines along Candelaria Rd with new 
distribution poles that will have new streetlights in the same locations. 

 
• Requiring this distribution feeder to have different designs for different portions in this same area 

will entail much more surface disturbance due to trenching along Candelaria Rd and at least two 
transitions between overhead and underground designs for this single facility.  The trenching 
required for underground installation could unnecessarily damage existing underground water and 
storm sewer utilities, curbs and gutters, the street, the sidewalk, and adjacent landscape.  
 

• In addition to trenching and boring, underground installation would require underground pull boxes, 
wider than the trench, and ground mounted switch gear with footprints much larger than the 
existing streetlight and power poles. Some locations may also require additional easements on 
adjacent residential properties, whereas the public right of way can best accommodate the project 
per PNM’s franchise agreement with CABQ. 

 

Regarding the relevant existing conditions that support this application for a Waiver – DHO in IDO 
Section 6-6(P)(3)(b)2 for a distribution line between 12 kilovolts and 40 kilovolts, both subsection a and 
subsection b are applicable: 
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a. The immediate or adjacent area is presently served by overhead lines. 

There are existing overhead lines located along and within Candelaria Rd, an arterial street, and 
existing overhead lines serve the abutting neighborhood and the larger community.  The 
attached exhibits and location maps illustrate the existing overhead lines in both the immediate 
and adjacent areas. 

 

b. Subsurface conditions make underground lines economically unreasonable. 
 

There are existing water, sewer, and storm sewer utility lines in the Candelaria Rd right-of-way 
that prevent economically reasonable installation of underground electric line conduits and 
underground pull boxes.  PNM is allowed by the NM PRC to recover the cost difference between 
overhead and underground power lines via an Underground Tariff (UGTAR) applied to PNM 
customer bills within the CABQ jurisdiction.  Approval of this Waiver – DHO request will mitigate 
this unreasonable economic cost. 

 

Conclusion 

PNM’s commitment to provide safe and reliable electric service to all customers throughout its service 
territory in the Albuquerque metropolitan area depends in part on compliance with local jurisdiction 
standards and agreements.  Minimizing design and development expenditures for this needed electric 
utility facility will result in cost savings passed along to customers within the City’s jurisdiction. 

All applicable criteria and conditions of IDO Section 6-6(P)(3)(b) are met by this application.  Approval of 
this Waiver – DHO application will benefit the public in the immediate and adjacent area and no public 
benefit would be served by requiring this distribution feeder to be placed underground in an area 
already served by overhead lines. 

Your considerate review and approval is requested. 

Thank you, 

 
Russell Brito 
Land Use and Permitting Administrator 
PNM 

 

 

 

Cc: Ken Maestas, PNM 
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6-6(P)(3)(b) Underground Installation of Distribution Lines 
An application for a Waiver – DHO pursuant to Subsection 14-16- 5-4(I)(1) shall be approved if the DHO 
determines that no significant public purpose would be served by requiring the new construction to be 
placed underground and that any of the following conditions exists, as relevant. 
1. Distribution Lines 12 Kilovolts or Less 

a. The lot is already served by an overhead distribution line. 
b. All adjacent areas are already served by overhead distribution facilities. 
c. Subsurface conditions make underground lines economically unreasonable. 

2. Distribution Lines between 12 Kilovolts and 40 Kilovolts 
a. The immediate or adjacent area is presently served by overhead lines. 
b. Subsurface conditions make underground lines 

economically unreasonable. 
 

 



FEBRUARY 20,  2025

Morris 12 Feeder 
Relocation
WAIVER - DHO



SLIDE 2 |  FEBRUARY 20,  2025

Remove approx. 750’ of overhead distribution feeder
line from inside the neighborhood.



Christine Street

Underground Utilities in Public R.O.W.



Existing Poles

Christine Street

Existing Conditions



Replacement
Poles

New Poles

Christine Street

Project



Existing Poles

Christine Street to Pitt Street

Existing Conditions



Replacement 
Poles

Christine Street to Pitt Street

Project



Existing Poles

Pitt Street to Bloom Street

Existing Conditions



Replacement 
Poles

Pitt Street to Bloom Street

Project



Bloom Street to Britt Street

Existing Conditions



New Pole

Bloom Street to Britt Street

Project



Existing Poles

Britt Street to Betts Drive

Existing Conditions



Replacement
Poles

Project

Britt Street to Betts Drive



Existing
Pole

Betts Drive

Existing Conditions



New Poles

Replacement
Pole

Project

Betts Drive



Betts Drive

Underground Utilities in Public R.O.W.
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Morris 12 Feeder Relocation
Candelaria Rd

Christine Street to Betts Drive
Pole Count Totals

Street or 
Block

Existing Poles Replacement 
Poles

New
Poles

Christine St. 3 2 2

Christine St. 
to Pitt St. 2 2 0

Pitt St. to 
Bloom St. 3 3 0

Bloom St. to
Britt St. 0 0 1

Britt St. to 
Betts Dr. 4 3 0

Betts Dr. 0 0 2

Totals 12 10 5
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Morris 12 Feeder Relocation
From Neighborhood

To Candelaria Rd
Project Pole Count Totals

Location Poles

Candelaria Rd. 5 new

Neighborhood 3 removed

Project Net 2 new





[EXTERNAL] Forward to phishing@cabq.gov and delete if an email causes any concern.

From: Office of Neighborhood Coordination
To: Brito, Russell
Subject: [External] 9900 - 10300 blocks of Candelaria Rd. NE public R.O.W_Public Notice Inquiry Sheet Submission
Date: Thursday, February 6, 2025 10:20:52 AM
Attachments: image001.png

H-21 - DHO.pdf

 
******************************************************************************************************************

Is this a phishing email? - Look again!
CAUTION: This email was received from an EXTERNAL source, use caution when clicking links or opening attachments

  This email is from onc@cabq.gov - do you know them?
Look for discrepancies in email addresses. Does the displayed "From" email address match?

 
******************************************************************************************************************

Dear Applicant:
 
As of February 6, 2025 there are NO neighborhood associations to notify. You will need  to attach a copy of this e-mail from the
Office of Neighborhood Coordination (ONC) to your application when you submit it to the Planning Department.
 
Please note that the ONC does not have any jurisdiction over any other aspect of your application beyond this neighborhood
contact information. We can’t answer questions about sign postings, pre-construction meetings, permit status, site plans, buffers,
or project plans, so we encourage you to contact the Planning Department at: 505-924-3857 Option #1, e-mail: devhelp@cabq.gov,
or visit: https://www.cabq.gov/planning/online-planning-permitting-applications with those types of questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Suzie
 

Suzie Flores
Senior Administrative Assistant

 
Office of Neighborhood Coordination (ONC) | City Council Department | City of Albuquerque
(505) 768-3334 Office
E-mail: suzannaflores@cabq.gov
Website: www.cabq.gov/neighborhoods

 
 

From: webmaster@cabq.gov <webmaster@cabq.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2025 9:59 AM
To: Office of Neighborhood Coordination <Russell.Brito@pnm.com>
Cc: Office of Neighborhood Coordination <onc@cabq.gov>
Subject: Public Notice Inquiry Sheet Submission
 

Public Notice Inquiry For:
Development Hearing Officer

If you selected "Other" in the question above, please describe what you are seeking a Public Notice Inquiry for below:
Contact Name

Russell Brito
Telephone Number

505.241.2798
Email Address

Russell.Brito@pnm.com
Company Name

PNM

mailto:phishing@cabq.gov
mailto:onc@cabq.gov
mailto:Russell.Brito@pnm.com
mailto:devhelp@cabq.gov
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/online-planning-permitting-applications
mailto:suzannaflores@cabq.gov
http://www.cabq.gov/neighborhoods
mailto:Russell.Brito@pnm.com











Company Address
2401 Aztec Rd NE

City
Albuquerque

State
NM

ZIP
87107

Legal description of the subject site for this project:
North Side of Candelaria Rd. NE public R.O.W. from Christine St. to just east of Betts St.

Physical address of subject site:
9900 - 10300 blocks of Candelaria Rd. NE public R.O.W.

Subject site cross streets:
North side of Candelaria Rd. NE public R.O.W. from Christine St. to Betts St.

Other subject site identifiers:
This site is located on the following zone atlas page:

H-21
Captcha

x
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