August 29, 2012
Mark Burak, P.E.

1512 Sagebrush Trl SE

Albuquerque, NM 87123
mburak@comcast.net

Re:
8801 Glendale Ave NE Drainage Report
Engineer’s Stamp dated 8-17-12 (B20/D021)

Dear Mr. Burak,
Based upon the information provided in your submittal received 8-17-12, the above referenced report has not adequately demonstrated that the construction activity will not increase the risk to human life or damage public and private property for the following reasons:

· The flood plain limits and flow rates in excess of 3000 cfs in the El Camino Arroyo at 8801 Glendale Ave NE are documented in the North Albuquerque Acres Master Drainage Plan (NAAMDP) , RTI 1998; the Letter of Map revision Case # 06-060B521P, Burak Consulting 2007 and this drainage report dated 8-17-12.   Therefore, the flowrate of 3700 cfs seems appropriate to use in the analysis of this site.  
· The items that were built and the fill placed in the El Camino Arroyo at this location will adversely affect the historic flow path of the arroyo.

· Due to the property owner’s apparent disregard for storm drainage and flood control, an increase in impervious area cannot be mitigated with retention ponds.

· An approved grading and drainage plan, including the mitigation items listed below (see second page) should be submitted to Hydrology for Building Permit approval so the plan can be certified in compliance with the Drainage Control Ordinance and Flood Hazard Control Ordinance.

Summary of actions at 8801 Glendale Blvd:

· In 2010, the City received a phone call from a neighbor who reported that an arroyo had been filled in at 8801 Glendale Ave NE.  Hydrology found the concern to be true and met the property owner on site to inform him of the adverse effects of this activity and that he had to remove the fill.  The property owner removed the fill within 2 weeks.

· The entire site had been graded at this time.

· A grading plan was approved; stamp date 9-1-11 Thames Engineering and Design that proposed all construction activity out of the flood plain, except for a scour wall to protect the home. The scour wall was not built.

· Hydrology discovered the illicit construction activity during a routine Floodplain Development Permit audit in June 2012.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

· Walls, and a driveway bridge were built and fill was placed in this area of the El Camino Arroyo that will adversely affect the historic flow path of the arroyo.
· The proposed grading plan showed an amount of proposed impervious area.  This amount of impervious area was higher than the amount specified in the NAAMDP, so a retention pond in the back of the lot was proposed to mitigate the increased runoff from the increase of impervious area.  A concrete basketball court was built in its place.
· The property owner did not build per the approved grading and drainage plan and the approved Floodplain Development Permit.
· A wall building permit was not obtained for the construction of the wall(s) in the floodplain.

· The construction activity at this site is in violation of the Drainage Control Ordinance and the Flood Hazard Control Ordinance.  

· An approved grading and drainage plan, including the mitigation items listed below should be submitted to Hydrology for Building Permit approval so the plan can be certified in compliance with the Drainage Control Ordinance and Flood Hazard Control Ordinance.
Mitigation items:
· Remove the built items in the floodplain.  This includes the walls, fill, driveway, driveway bridge and the concrete that begins at the east edge of the property and curves to Glendale Ave., and any other item that has been constructed in the floodplain.  

· Remove the basketball court.

· Demonstrate the home has not been constructed in the floodplain.







Sincerely,







Curtis A. Cherne, P.E., CFM






Principal Engineer, Planning Dept.
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