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Planning Department 
Alan Varela, Director 
 

               
         Mayor Timothy M. Keller 
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PO Box 1293 

Albuquerque 

NM 87103 

www.cabq.gov 

July 12, 2024 
 
 
James E. Lopez, P.E.  
Wilson & Company 
440I Masthead St. NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87113 
 
 
RE: Rail Trail Sawmill 
 Grading & Drainage Plan 
 Engineer’s Stamp Date: 07/11/24 
 Hydrology File: J13D222 
 CPN: 758096 
 
Dear Mr. Lopez: 
 
Based upon the information provided in your submittal received 06/21/2024, the Grading & 
Drainage Plan is approved for Work Order. Please include the stamped approved Grading & 
Drainage Plan in the Work Order drawing set. 
 
As a reminder, if the project total area of disturbance (including the staging area and any work 
within the adjacent Right-of-Way) is 1 acre or more, then an Erosion and Sediment Control 
(ESC) Plan and Owner’s certified Notice of Intent (NOI) is required to be submitted to the 
Stormwater Quality Engineer (Doug Hughes, PE, jhughes@cabq.gov, 924-3420) 14 days prior to 
any earth disturbance. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 924-3995 or rbrissette@cabq.gov.  
 
Sincerely,     

  
Renée C. Brissette, P.E. CFM 
Senior Engineer, Hydrology 
Planning Department 

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/development-review-services/hydrology-section
mailto:jhughes@cabq.gov
mailto:rbrissette@cabq.gov


City of Albuquerque 
Planning Department 

Development & Building Services Division 

DRAINAGE AND TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION SHEET (REV 6 / 2 0 1 8 ) 

 
 

Project Title:   Building Permit #:  Hydrology File #:     

DRB#:    EPC#:   Work Order#:     

Legal Description:     

City Address:     

 
Applicant:   Contact:     

Address:     

Phone#:   Fax#:   E-mail:     
 

Other Contact:   Contact:     

Address:     

Phone#:   Fax#:   E-mail:     
 

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT:    PLAT (# of lots)     RESIDENCE        DRB SITE     ADMIN SITE          

 

IS THIS A RESUBMITTAL?   Yes        No 

 

DEPARTMENT   TRANSPORTATION          HYDROLOGY/DRAINAGE  

 

Check all that Apply: 

 

TYPE OF SUBMITTAL: 

  ENGINEER/ARCHITECT CERTIFICATION 

  PAD CERTIFICATION 

  CONCEPTUAL G & D PLAN 

   GRADING PLAN 

   DRAINAGE REPORT 

   DRAINAGE MASTER PLAN 

  FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLIC 

  ELEVATION CERTIFICATE 

  CLOMR/LOMR 

   TRAFFIC CIRCULATION LAYOUT (TCL) 

  TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDY (TIS) 

  STREET LIGHT LAYOUT 

  OTHER (SPECIFY)   

  PRE-DESIGN MEETING? 

 

 

 

TYPE OF APPROVAL/ACCEPTANCE SOUGHT: 

   BUILDING PERMIT APPROVAL 

   CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 

 

   PRELIMINARY PLAT APPROVAL 

   SITE PLAN FOR SUB’D APPROVAL 

   SITE PLAN FOR BLDG. PERMIT APPROVAL 

   FINAL PLAT APPROVAL 

 

   SIA/ RELEASE OF FINANCIAL GUARANTEE 

   FOUNDATION PERMIT APPROVAL 

   GRADING PERMIT APPROVAL 

   SO-19 APPROVAL 

   PAVING PERMIT APPROVAL 

   GRADING/ PAD CERTIFICATION 

   WORK ORDER APPROVAL 

   CLOMR/LOMR 

  FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 

   OTHER (SPECIFY)   

DATE SUBMITTED:      By:    
                   

 

 

 COA STAFF: ELECTRONIC SUBMITTAL RECEIVED:   

 

 FEE PAID:   

Wilson & Company, Inc., Engineers & Architects James Lopez, PE
4401 Masthead St NE Suite 150, Albuquerque, NM 87109

(505) 730-8013 james.lopez@wilsonco.com

X

X

Rail Trail: Sawmill

X

X
X

June 19, 2024 James Lopez, PE
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OVERALL GRADING &
DRAINAGE PLAN

Drainage Narrative
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The project site spans multiple parcels and will ultimately be composed of a combination of city owned properties and negotiated easements through the corridor.
The trail alignment spans from Mountain Rd to Bellamah Ave and falls within the abandoned railroad spur easement. Listed below are the current lots that make up the proposed corridor.
This segment of trail terminates at Bellamah Ave which will include improvements proposed in the Bellamah Streetscape project.

From Mountain to Bellamah, the site falls within the following lots: Tract A LANDS OF R.E.I.; Tract 238C1A2A2; Tract 370-A; Tract 238C-1-A-2-B; Tract 234 EXCL S'LY PORT; Tract 239
B1B; Tract 237-B; LT 1-A PLAT OF LTS 1-A & 1-B FREEWAY-OLD TOWN LIMITED.

AREA: 0.68 acres.

FLOOD HAZARD: Per FEMA Map Panel 35001C0331H (effective 8/16/12), the majority of this site is within Zone X, which is subject to 0.2% annual chance of flooding. There is a portion
of the trail corridor between Mountain Rd and Bellamah Ave that is within Flood Zone AH, with base flood elevation of 4959 feet, subject to a 1% annual chance of flooding. The primary
scope of this project is a pedestrian trail and does not include any inhabitable structures.

EXISTING CONDITIONS:

MOUNTAIN RD NW TO BELLAMAH AVE NW (BASINS 110-112):
The section connecting Mountain Rd NW and Bellamah Ave NW is undeveloped other than the abandoned rail line. Surface flows are split by the north-south oriented rail line within the
segment. The project site is relatively flat. As such, smaller volumes of storm water runoff are typically captured in shallow ponding areas, while greater precipitation volumes drain towards
neighboring lots. Basins 110 and 111 drain to the east while basin 112 drains to the west. Basin 110 drains towards the pond near the Natural History Museum, while basins 111 and 112
drain towards the bordering property lines.

OFFSITE FLOW: The Blue Lynx Warehouse parking lot (near the southeast corner of the intersection of the proposed trail alignment and Bellamah Ave) drains to the west into the trail
easement and travels north to a pond within the Blue Lynx property. In the event of the 100-year, 6-hour storm, the site is anticipated to discharge 9190 CF of runoff at a peak rate of 5.6
CFS. The pond is sized to capture and treat the first flush volume (50 CF), and has an estimated capacity of 460 CF.

PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

MOUNTAIN RD NW TO BELLAMAH AVE NW (BASINS 210-215):
The project includes removing the majority of the existing disused rail line to construct a 14' wide mixed-used pedestrian and biking trail. This design will include landscaping improvements
and pedestrian trail amenities. Some portions of the existing rail line will be left in place for aesthetic design purposes. The increase in impervious area in proposed conditions is
approximately 0.33 acres. As part of a separate project, the design team has just been notified that the intersection of Mountain Rd and 19th St will be reconstructed to be a roundabout
rather than a signaled intersection. The trail and the proposed roundabout are intended to interface seamlessly in order to maintain trail continuity. The drainage considerations of this
roundabout will be addressed in a future submittal as the design progresses.

DRAINAGE APPROACH: When considering storm water management techniques for this project, it was determined that capturing flows in a storm drain system would be infeasible due to
the flat grades and lack of suitable outfalls or connections. For this reason, we intend to capture runoff within the trail corridor in shallow landscape depressions along the trail. Our capacity
to do this is limited by several factors, including the existing overall flat grades in the area, the narrow corridor within which the site is situated, and design directives that reduce the quantity
of usable landscaping area for drainage storage (locations where existing rail will remain and guidance on maximum slopes bordering trails being chief among these).

At the intersection of Mountain Rd and 19th St, runoff will be collected by existing storm drain infrastructure beneath the roadways. The narrow trail corridor between Mountain and
Bellamah presents space constraint challenges since there is limited viable space for shallow landscape depression retention basins. This space is further reduced in locations where the
existing rail is to remain in place. There are two locations where this occurs: on the west side of the trail just north of Mountain Rd in basin 210 and on the west side of the trail just south of
Bellamah Ave in basin 215. In general, the trail surface drains to the east in basins 211 and 215 and drains to the west in basins 212-214.

RUNOFF: (Precipitation Zone 2) Existing and proposed basins were determined by evaluating drainage patterns. The following calculations were performed in accordance with the City of
Albuquerque Development Process Manual. See tables on this sheet for calculations and results.
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