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January 25, 2019 
 
 
Don Briggs, P.E. 
Don Briggs Engineering, LLC 
5324 Oakledge Ct NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
 
 
RE: Sunset Villa Subdivision Temporary Pond Recovery 
 Grading Plan  

Engineer’s Stamp Date: 12/20/18 
  Hydrology File: K12D003 
 
Dear Mr. Briggs, 
 
Based on the submittal received on 1/14/19, the Grading Plan cannot be approved for until the 
following are corrected: 
 
1. The site must demonstrate adequate downstream capacity per § 14-5-2-12(G) of the 

Albuquerque Code of Ordinances. The DAR prepared by Wilson and Co. does not 
adequately provide proof of this capacity: 
 
a. There are two DAR’s prepared by Wilson, a preliminary one from 12/7/2007 and a final 

version from 4/21/2009 (http://data.cabq.gov/government/planning/drainage/K12D029/). 
The preliminary DAR used an outflow of 2cfs max, the final DAR changed it to 9.1cfs 
(max) following discussion with the County. 
 

b. Both reports incorrectly used NOAA Atlas14 precipitation depths with AHYMO97. 
AHYMO97 uses NOAA Atlas2 rainfall distributions and must be used with NOAA 
Atlas2 precipitation depths; using Atlas14 precipitation depths with an Atlas2 distribution 
will under-predict runoff- see AHYMO AppNote-01. This means the pond may be 
undersized in its current configuration. The AHMYO model needs to be updated and 
revised using correct precipitation values with the correct software version: (AHYMO-S4 
with NOAA Atlas14 or AHYMO97 with NOAA Atlas2). 
 

c. Any dead storage created by a storm water quality outlet will need to be accounted for in 
the revised AHYMO Model, unless the dead storage can be eliminated. The WQ outlet 
should also be sized for 18.2 cfs (minimum) to allow 50% clogging and include an 
emergency overflow. 
 

d. What pump is actually installed in the wet well and what is its performance curve? It 
should’ve been sized to discharge 9.1cfs; if not this will need to be updated with the 
revised AHYMO model.  

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/development-review-services/hydrology-section
http://data.cabq.gov/government/planning/drainage/K12D029/
http://documents.cabq.gov/planning/DevelopmentReviewServices/use-of-noaa-atlas-14-with-ahymo-type1-2-rainfall-distributions.pdf
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e. Maintenance responsibility needs to be established for this pond and must include vector 

control. If no suitable existing maintenance agreement can be found, then a Drainage 
Covenant will be required. 

 
2. Provide written concurrence from the County allowing this site to discharge to the pond. 

 
3. The Floodplain Permit cannot be issued until the drainage analysis demonstrates no rise to 

the BFE. i.e., the above items are corrected. Also prior to issuing the Floodplain Permit, draft 
elevation certificates will need to be submitted and approved by Hydrology. Prior to 
Certificate of Occupancy, final elevation certificates will need to be submitted and approved 
by Hydrology. At the owners option the elevation certificates may be submitted to FEMA to 
obtain a LOMA. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 924-3695 or dpeterson@cabq.gov. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

  
Dana Peterson, P.E. 
Senior Engineer, Planning Dept. 
Development Review Services 

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/development-review-services/hydrology-section
http://documents.cabq.gov/planning/DevelopmentReviewServices/Hydro-Drainage%20Covenant%20%232-10-24-18.pdf
http://documents.cabq.gov/planning/DevelopmentReviewServices/Hydro-Drainage%20Covenant%20%232-10-24-18.pdf
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Engineering LLC
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donbriggsengineering@gmail.com
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SUNSET VILLA SUBDIVISION

TEMPORARY POND RECOVERY PROJECT
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4942

Sunset Villa Subdivision 
Temporary Pond Recovery Project 

 
The Sunset Villa Subdivision is an existing subdivision located in the South Valley area of the City of Albuquerque. 
During the permitting process 12 of the lots were dedicated to temporary ponding of storm water as downstream 
storage capacity was not yet in place. That downstream storage capacity is now available so this plan is presented to 
support a rough grading permit to recover the temporary ponds as lots. This will require filling in the five temporary 
ponds to the design pad elevation, opening the existing storm sewer inlets to allow storm water to enter the system and 
subdividing the five temporary pond lots into multiple residential lots. 
 
The approved subdivision application included a hydrology report and design (K12D003) for the constructed storm 
sewer, roads and lot grading. This plan is submitted as a revision to that report and completes the strategy presented in 
that report. 
 
HYDROLOGY 
The approved hydrology report included the runoff from the temporary pond lots so it is still valid with the ponds being 
filled in. The storm drain system was also designed assuming runoff from these lots. A copy of the report is attached.  
 
CONSTRUCTION 
Prior to filling in the ponds, each of the five storm water inlets must be opened up to the storm sewer system and closed 
off to the temporary ponds. Once this is done the ponds can be filled and compacted per this plan and the geotechnical 
report. Lots are to be graded to drain to the street. The following lists the work required for each lot: 
 
 LOT 16A Remove 32’ RCP stub to back of inlet box. Remove storm drain pipe plug and plug stub out opening 
in inlet box. Backfill pond and grade per this plan. Follow geotechnical report for compaction requirements. 
 
 LOT 23A Remove 26’ RCP stub to back of perimeter wall. Remove storm drain pipe plug and plug stub out 
opening in inlet box. Backfill pond and grade per this plan. Follow geotechnical report for compaction requirements. 
 
 LOT 45A Remove 30’ RCP stub to back of inlet box. Remove storm drain pipe plug and plug stub out opening 
in inlet box. Backfill pond and grade per this plan. Follow geotechnical report for compaction requirements. 
 
 LOT 49A Remove 30’ RCP stub to back of inlet box. Remove storm drain pipe plug and plug stub out opening 
in inlet box. Backfill pond and grade per this plan. Follow geotechnical report for compaction requirements. Building 
Permit applications will require the submittal of an Elevation Certificate. 
 
 LOT 59A Remove 24’ RCP stub to back of perimeter wall. Remove storm drain pipe plug and plug stub out 
opening in inlet box. Backfill pond and grade per this plan. Follow geotechnical report for compaction requirements. 
 
WATER QUALITY 
Bernalillo County has required that the Water Quality Volume from the subdivision be contained within the regional pond. 
A plan to provide that volume has been submitted to Bernalillo County for approval.  
 
CONTRACTOR NOTES 
 
The contractor is responsible for determining the location of all utilities. 
 
Sediment and erosion controls must be in place prior to any site disturbance. Contractor is responsible for any sediment 
leaving the site. A SWPPP is required for this project. 

EXISTING SD STUB

K12D003

WORK TO BE COMPLETED AT EACH STORM DRAIN INLET BOX




















