CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE

PO Box 1293

Albuquerque

NM 87103

www.cabq.gov

Planning Department
Brennon Williams, Acting Director

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor
January 3, 2018

Lou Gibney, Operations Manager
DR Horton

4400Alameda Blvd NE Suite B
Albuquerque, NM 87113

RE: 3147 & 3151 Erratic St. SW Drainage Complaint against
Anderson Heights Unit 7 (N08D006C)

Dear Mr. Gibney,

The purpose of this letter is to recommend solutions to the drainage complaint that you filed in
September 2017. You said that these two lots flood so badly that DR Horton had to buy these
homes back from the people that you built them for. The subdivision was developed by KB
Homes from 2003 to 2007. In 2003 the blanket public drainage easements were granted to the
City of Albuquerque on Parcels A and B of the Anderson Heights Bulk Plat. The 2006
amended preliminary plat showed a Special Flood Hazard Zone “A” on these two lots and on
Parcel B upstream of these lots which was later removed after the developer completed the
construction of the South Power Line Diversion in 2008. However, a remnant of that arroyo
remains where the floodplain used to be on undeveloped Parcel B, 28 acres, owned now by
West Albuquerque Land Holdings.

The Grading and Drainage Plan with engineer’s stamp dated 12/13/07 showed a diversion of
the on Parcel B which the Engineer’s Certification dated 4/15/2008 says “has been graded and
will drain in substantial compliance with and in accordance with the design intent of the
approved plan”. However the diversion on Parcel B was not constructed.

The diversion as designed in 2007 included the construction of an 8” high retaining wall on the
boundary between these lots and Parcel B. It is unclear whether or not the wall was constructed
according to the 2007 plan because it may not be high enough and it may not have been
constructed to hold back as much fill as was originally planned.

The grading of the diversion which included the backfill against the Parcel B side of the wall
does not appear to have ever been constructed. So anyone placing backfill now will be
responsible for proving the adequacy of that wall and will be required to submit structural
plans for the wall stamped by an engineer.
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The blanket drainage easement on parcel B gives the City the right to enter the property and
construct whatever drainage improvement is deems necessary to protect the public safety. But,
since all of the drainage comes from private property owned by WALH, no public drainage is
involved, so the improvements will not be constructed by the City and they won’t be
maintained by the City unless they are constructed to City standards. A temporary solution
such as a retention pond or diversion on Parcel B can be constructed and maintained by any of
the interested parties provided that they first obtain the appropriate permits. A Grading and
Drainage Plan for such a solution should be officially submitted to City Hydrology along with
a DTIS form and should include structural plans certified by a registered professional engineer
if any fill is to be placed against the existing wall.

A temporary retention pond sized for the excess precipitation from the 100 year storm (0.44” x
28 ac = about 1700 cy) seems to be the simplest and least expensive solution. If a dam could be
constructed to hold that much volume without moving more than 500 cy it would not even
require a grading permit.

Sincerely, 9 v

mes D. Hughes
Principal Engineer, Planning Dept.
Development Review Services
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