
CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE 
Planning Department 
Alan Varela, Director 
 
 
             Mayor Timothy M. Keller 
 

Find Hydrology forms and information at: cabq.gov/planning/development-review-services/hydrology-section Page 1 of 1 

PO Box 1293 

Albuquerque 

NM 87103 

www.cabq.gov 

July 3, 2024 
 
 
Mike Balaskovits, P.E. 
Bohannan Huston, Inc. 
7500 Jefferson St NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
 
 
RE: ABQ Studio – Backlot B 
 5650 University Blvd SE 
 Grading & Drainage Plans 
 Engineer’s Stamp Date: 06/17/24 
 Hydrology File: R16DA3006AB 
 
 
Dear Mr. Balaskovits:  
 
Based upon the information provided in your submittal received 06/24/2024, the Grading & 
Drainage Plans are approved for Building Permit and Grading Permit.  Please attach a copy of 
this approved plan in the construction sets for Building Permit processing along with a copy of 
this letter.   
 
PRIOR TO CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY: 

 
1. Engineer’s Certification, per the DPM Part 6-14 (F): Engineer's Certification Checklist For 

Non-Subdivision is required.  
 
As a reminder, if the project total area of disturbance (including the staging area and any work 
within the adjacent Right-of-Way) is 1 acre or more, then an Erosion and Sediment Control 
(ESC) Plan and Owner’s certified Notice of Intent (NOI) is required to be submitted to the 
Stormwater Quality Engineer (Doug Hughes, PE, jhughes@cabq.gov , 924-3420) 14 days prior 
to any earth disturbance. 
   
If you have any questions, please contact me at 924-3995 or rbrissette@cabq.gov .   
 
Sincerely,     

 
Renée C. Brissette, P.E. CFM 
Senior Engineer, Hydrology 
Planning Department 

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/development-review-services/hydrology-section
mailto:jhughes@cabq.gov
mailto:rbrissette@cabq.gov
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DRAINAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN
THE BOROUGHS
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DRAINAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN NARRATIVE:

THE PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT IS TO PROVIDE AN AREA-SPECIFIC DRAINAGE ANALYSIS FOR THE EXISTING AND
ULTIMATE CONDITIONS OF THE PRIVATE INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS REFERRED TO AS NETFLIX
BACKLOT B.  THIS PLAN IS PREPARED AND SUBMITTED IN SUPPORT OF THE BACKLOT B PROJECT AND OF THE
GRADING DESIGN FOR ITS CORRESPONDING ONSITE IMPROVEMENTS FOR BUILDING PERMIT APPROVAL.  THE
NEW IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDE NEW VEHICLE DRIVEWAYS, CURB AND GUTTER, SIDEWALKS, STREET LIGHTS,
AND BUILDING PADS IN SUPPORT OF NETFLIX STUDIOS VIDEO PRODUCTION EFFORTS.  THE IMPROVEMENTS
ARE LOCATED IN RAINFALL ZONE 2, AS CHARACTERIZED BY THE CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE (COA) DEVELOPMENT
PROCESS MANUAL (DPM).

THIS REPORT BUILDS UPON THE FRAMEWORK ESTABLISHED BY THE "ABQ STUDIOS EXPANSION MILL 1 &
OVERALL SITE" DRAINAGE MANAGEMENT & WATER HARVESTING PLAN (COA HYDRO FILE #R16DA3006AA).  THE
IMPROVEMENTS PRESENTED HEREIN MAINTAIN THE PREVIOUSLY ESTABLISHED GRADING SCHEME AND
ACCOMMODATES THE NEW STORM WATER RUNOFF GENERATED BY THE NEW IMPROVEMENTS IN A SAFE AND
EFFICIENT MANNER.

BACKLOT B IS LOCATED WITHIN THE ABQ STUDIOS EXPANSION PROJECT SITE AND WITHIN THE 'EMPLOYMENT
CENTER' DISTRICT OF THE MESA DEL SOL MASTER PLANNED DEVELOPMENT.  THE BACKLOT B IMPROVEMENTS
OCCUPY APPROXIMATELY 5 ACRES WITHIN BASINS B11 AND B13 OF THE "ABQ STUDIOS EXPANSION MILL 1 &
OVERALL SITE" DRAINAGE MANAGEMENT & WATER HARVESTING PLAN.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH FEMA MAP PANEL #35001C0555 E, NO PORTIONS OF THE SITE ARE WITHIN FEMA
REGULATORY FLOODPLAINS. THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN EVALUATED AND CONCEPTUALLY
DESIGN IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS MANUAL, JUNE 2020
UPDATE. THE EXISTING TOPOGRAPHY FOR MUCH OF THE SITE IS CURRENTLY GRAVEL AND RELATIVELY FLAT
WITH NO MAJOR DRAINAGE CONVEYANCES--CHARACTERISTIC OF THE OVERALL AREA.

EXISTING CONDITIONS:

THE PROPERTIES TO THE NORTH AND WEST OF THE PROJECT SITE ARE DEVELOPED AND INCLUDE DRIVEWAYS,
BUILDINGS, PARKING LOTS, AND STORM WATER ATTENUATION AND RETENTION DEVICES AND APPURTENANCES.
AN EXISTING POND RESIDES ALONG THE EAST SITE BOUNDARY, IDENTIFIED AS POND 6A IN THE "ABQ STUDIOS
EXPANSION MILL 1 & OVERALL SITE" DRAINAGE MANAGEMENT & WATER HARVESTING PLAN.  POND 6A WAS
DESIGNED TO FULLY ATTENUATE THE 100YR, 10-DAY STORM EVENT FOR THE BACKLOT B SITE UNDER
DEVELOPED CONDITIONS (90% D AND 10% C), PER DMP CRITERIA.

THE EXISTING AND MASTER-PLANNED DRAINAGE CONDITIONS ARE DOCUMENTED IN DEPTH UNDER THE MESA
DEL SOL DRAINAGE AREA 3 DMP AND IN THE "ABQ STUDIOS EXPANSION MILL 1 & OVERALL SITE" DMP. THE
EXISTING STUDIOS PROJECT WAS DESIGNED TO ALLOW THE DEVELOPED FLOWS TO DISCHARGE DIRECTLY TO
THE EXISTING POND LOCATED TO THE EAST OF THE PROPERTY. THIS DRAINAGE PATTERN WILL BE MAINTAINED.

PROPOSED CONDITIONS:

THE ANALYSIS OF THE PROPOSED SITE IMPROVEMENTS WAS BASED ON THE FINDINGS FROM THE EXISTING
CONDITIONS, AUGMENTED BY THE DEVELOPMENT OF SITE GRADING AND DEVELOPMENT PLANS.  THE EXISTING
PONDS ARE SUFFICIENT TO ATTENUATE THE 100-YEAR, 10-DAY STORM.

STORM RUNOFF FROM BASIN 1 IS COLLECTED WITHIN THE NEW VEHICLE DRIVEWAYS AND IS CONVEYED VIA
CURB AND GUTTER TO THE NEW AREA INLET LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTH-SOUTH
VEHICLE DRIVEWAY.  STORM RUNOFF FROM BASIN 1 IS CONVEYED VIA STORM DRAIN INLETS AND PIPES TO
EXISTING POND 6A.  STORM RUNOFF WITHIN BASINS 2 AND 3 ARE COLLECTED WITHIN DRAINAGE SWALES AND IS
CONVEYED TO EXISTING POND 6A.  STORM WATER WITHIN BASIN 4 IS ALLOWED TO SHEET FLOW OFF SITE TO
THE EXISTING STORM DRAIN PIPES AND INLETS LOCATED IN THE ADJACENT PARKING LOT -- KEEPING WITH THE
PROPOSED DRAINAGE SCHEME OUTLINED WITHIN THE "ABQ STUDIOS EXPANSION MILL 1 & OVERALL SITE" DMP.

HYDROLOGIC AND HYDRAULIC ANALYSES:

AS THE SITE WILL MAINTAIN 100% ON-SITE RETENTION, THE PROJECT'S HYDROLOGIC ANALYSIS HAS BEEN
COMPLETED UTILIZING THE COA DPM RATIONAL METHOD THAT FEATURES LAND TREATMENT DESIGNATIONS
AND IMPERVIOUSNESS TO REPRESENT SURFACE LOSSES. AS THE SITE IS LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY'S
PRECIPITATION ZONE 2, THE 100-YEAR, 6-HOUR RAINFALL DEPTH IS 2.29 INCHES AND THE 100-YEAR, 10-DAY
DEPTH IS 3.62 INCHES. INLET LOCATIONS HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AND SIZED ASSUMING A 50% CLOGGING
FACTOR. ON-SITE STORM DRAINS HAVE BEEN SIZED USING THE MANNING'S EQUATION, ASSUMING OPEN
CHANNEL FLOW AT  MINIMUM SLOPES, AS SHOWN, AND A ROUGHNESS COEFFICIENT "N" OF 0.013.

STORMWATER QUALITY:

THE STORMWATER QUALITY VOLUME, OR THE 'FIRST FLUSH', IS CALCULATED USING A RUNOFF DEPTH OF 0.50
INCHES FOR THE MESA DEL SOL MASTER PLANNED AREA. THIS IS SLIGHTLY HIGHER THAN THE CITY-REQUIRED
0.42 INCHES FOR NEWLY DEVELOPED SITES. AS THE SITE DRAINAGE IS FULLY RETAINED ON-SITE, THE
STORMWATER QUALITY REQUIREMENT IS MORE THAN SUFFICIENTLY ACCOMMODATED.

CONCLUSION:

THE ONSITE STORM DRAIN NETWORK AND ASSOCIATED INLETS ARE DESIGNED TO FULL ACCOMODATE THE
100-YEAR, 10-DAY STORM EVENT.  THIS DRAINAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN DEMONSTRATES THAT THE PROPOSED
DEVELOPMENT IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE DPM.  WITH THIS GRADING AND DRAINAGE
PLAN, WE ARE REQUESTING HYDROLOGY APPROVAL IN SUPPORT OF BUILDING PERMIT APPROVAL.
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GENERAL NOTES:

1. IF THIS SHEET IS NOT 22"X34", SCALE SHEET
ACCORDINGLY.

2. EXCEPT AS PROVIDED HEREIN, GRADING SHALL BE
PREPARED AT THE ELEVATIONS AND IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE DETAILS SHOWN ON THIS PLAN.

3. THE COST FOR REQUIRED CONSTRUCTION DUST AND
EROSION CONTROL MEASURES SHALL BE INCIDENTAL
TO THE PROJECT COST.

4. ALL WORK RELATIVE TO FOUNDATION CONSTRUCTION,
SITE PREPARATION, AND PAVEMENT INSTALLATION
SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
"GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT -
ALBUQUERQUE STUDIOS EXPANSION: MILL #1 AND
PRODUCTION SUPPORT BUILDING" PREPARED BY
GEO-TEST, INC. DATED JULY 16, 2021.  ALL OTHER WORK
SHALL, UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED OR PROVIDED FOR
HEREON, BE CONSTRUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS AND/OR THE CITY OF
ALBUQUERQUE (COA) STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR
PUBLIC WORKS.

5. EARTH SLOPES SHALL NOT EXCEED 3 HORIZONTAL TO 1
VERTICAL UNLESS SHOWN OTHERWISE.

6. IT IS THE INTENT OF THESE PLANS THAT THE
CONTRACTOR SHALL NOT PERFORM ANY WORK
OUTSIDE THE PROPERTY BOUNDARIES EXCEPT AS
REQUIRED BY THIS PLAN.

7. THE CONTRACTOR IS TO ENSURE THAT NO SOIL
ERODES FROM THE SITE ONTO ADJACENT PROPERTY
OR RIGHT-OF-WAY.

8. A DISPOSAL SITE FOR ANY & ALL EXCESS EXCAVATION
MATERIAL, AND UNSUITABLE MATERIAL AND / OR A
BORROW SITE CONTAINING ACCEPTABLE FILL MATERIAL
SHALL BE OBTAINED BY THE CONTRACTOR IN
COMPLIANCE WITH ACCEPTABLE ENVIRONMENTAL
REGULATIONS AND APPROVED BY THE OBSERVER.  ALL
COSTS INCURRED IN OBTAINING A DISPOSAL OR
BORROW SITE AND HAL TO OR FROM SHALL BE
CONSIDERED INCIDENTAL TO THE PROJECT AND NO
SEPARATE MEASUREMENT OR PAYMENT SHALL BE
MADE.

9. PAD ELEVATION SHALL BE +/- 0.05' FROM THE BUILDING
PLAN ELEVATION.

10. VERIFY ALL ELEVATIONS SHOWN ON PLAN FROM BASIS
OF ELEVATION CONTROL STATION PRIOR TO BEGINNING
CONSTRUCTION.

11. GRADES SHOWN REPRESENT FINISHED GRADES.
FINISHED GRADES SHALL BE ADJUSTED TO ACCOUNT
FOR LANDSCAPE TREATMENTS, PAVEMENT SECTIONS,
AND BUILDING FLOOR SLAPS AND / OR OTHER
FOUNDATION PREPARATION.

12. FOR THE BUILDING AREA, OVER EXCAVATION AND
BACKFILL SHALL OCCUR PER THE GEOTECHNCIAL
REPORT.

13. SIDE SLOPES MUST BE STABILIZED WITH NATIVE GRASS
SEEDING PER COA STANDARD SPECIFICATION SECTION
1012 WITH AGGREGATE MULCH OR EQUAL.

4925

4924

PROPERTY LINE

PROJECT LIMITS OF GRADING

EXISTING INDEX CONTOUR

EXISTING INTERMEDIATE CONTOUR

EXISTING GROUND SPOT ELEVATION

PROPOSED INDEX CONTOUR

PROPOSED INTERMEDIATE CONTOUR

PROPOSED GRADE SPOT ELEVATION
FL=FLOW LINE
TC=TOP OF CURB
TS=TOP OF SIDEWALK

DIRECTION OF FLOW

WATER BLOCK/GRADE BREAK

4925

4924

S=2.0%

XX.XX

XX.XX

LEGEND:

UNIVERSITY BLVD

EASTMAN AVE

PROJECT
LOCATION

VICINITY MAP
SCALE: 1" = 1000'

KEYED NOTES:

LIMITS OF GRADING.  MATCH EXISTING.

INSTALL 18" HDPE STORM DRAIN PIPE OR APPROVED
EQUAL.  SEE PLAN FOR SLOPE.

INSTALL 2' X 3' NYLOPLAST DIAGONAL GRATE CURB
INLET WITH MID-HOOD SETTING AND NYLOPLAST
INLET STRUCTURE.

CONSTRUCT 12" X10' X10' EROSION CONTROL MAT
WITH TYPE VL RIPRAP, FILTER FABRIC, AND 12"
SUBGRADE PREPARATION.  SEE DETAIL 1, THIS
SHEET.

INSTALL 18" STORM DRAIN FLARED END SECTION.

INSTALL 24" NYLOPLAST INLET WITH DOME GRATE.

INSTALL 24" NYLOPLAST INLET STRUCTURE WITH
SOLID GRATE.

EXISTING RETENTION POND.

INSTALL RIP-RAP SWALE PER DETAIL 2, THIS SHEET.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1 EROSION CONTROL MAT
NTS

12" TYPE VL RIP-RAP
(6" MIN) PLACED
OVER NON-WOVEN
FILTER FABRIC

WIDTH PER PLAN

NON-WOVEN
GEOTEXTILE

FILTER FABRIC

COMPACT 12"
SUBGRADE

TO A MINIMUM OF
95% MAX DENSITY

GRADE GRADE

NON-WOVEN
GEOTEXTILE

FILTER FABRIC

12" TYPE B RIP-RAP (6" MIN) PER
NMDOT STD SPEC SEC 602 PLACED
OVER NON-WOVEN FILTER FABRIC

6'-0"

6"

1'
-0

"

2 RIP-RAP SWALE
NTS

4

6

7

3

5

9

9 BEGIN

9 END

8

8

1
1

1

1

1

1
1

1

1

1

2

2
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